
Continuation of J-1 Visa Sponsorship 
in Accredited Programs

December 9, 2009

Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates



Focus of Todayôs Webinar

Â Issuance of Contract (Progression of Training)

Â Timely Renewal of Sponsorship

ÂCommunication with ECFMG
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J-1 Sponsorship Application Process

J-1 Physician + TPL = Complete Application

Sponsorship Available for Participation in:

Â ACGME Accredited Residency/Subspecialty Training 

Â Chief Residency Training  

Â Non-Standard Programs (advanced fellowships)

Â Extension for Board Examinations

Sponsorship Application Materials Available @

http://www.ecfmg.org/evsp/index.html

On-line Application Payment and Status updates through OASIS @

http://www.ecfmg.org
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J-1 Visa Sponsorship Process

1. TPL and Physician Complete Application, Submit to 

ECFMG

2. ECFMG Regional Advisor Evaluates Application

ÁTPL is notified of application deficiencies

Á If all requirements are met, application is 

approved: 

ÁSEVIS record updated

ÁDS-2019 is issued

3. SEVIS Form DS-2019 is mailed to TPL who 

forwards it to physician
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Contract / Letter of Offer

Must appear on institution letterhead and specify:

ÂStart and end dates

ÂSpecialty or subspecialty program 

ÂTraining level (PGY)

ÂStipend

ÂSignatures of applicant & hospital administrator
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Arrival to US
I-94 Arrival / Departure Record

Stamp Issued at Port-of-Entry

Confirms:

Â Date of U.S. arrival

Â Visa status (classification)

Â Duration of legal stay

Â Duration of Status (D/S) 
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Form I-797 

Approval 

Notice 

Change of 

Status

to J-1
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Supplementary Statement for Graduate 
Medical Trainees: Form I-644

ÂU.S. government 
mandated

Â Evidence of 
physicianôs good 
standing

Â Applicant completes 
and signs Section A

Â Program completes 
and signs Section B 
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Statement of Need - Ministry of Health

Evidence that the Exchange Visitorôs government 
continues to support extension of training

Required in these circumstances:

Â Physician is changing specialties 

Â Physician is entering subspecialty fellowship

Â Previous letter is DATE RESTRICTED

Â Physician is entering chief residency

Sample letter on EVSP website @ http://www.ecfmg.org/evsp/snletter.html
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Fellowship Description

Â Follow format

Â Submit for first year of 

fellowship only

Â Identify any training beyond 

ACGME accredited years 

Â Additional years may require 

non-standard application
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EVSP Administrative Fee: $250
Effective 1/1/2010

Method of Payment Application Mailing Address

PAY ON-LINE: OASIS

Credit card or on-line check

https://oasis2.ecfmg.org/

ECFMG-EVSP

3624 Market St.

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Check or Money Order

Payable to ECFMG

Via U.S. Postal Service

ECFMG-EVSP

PO Box 48087

Newark, NJ 07101

Check or Money Order

Payable to ECFMG

Via Courier Service

ECFMG; C/O Image Remit

205 North Center Dr.

Commerce Center

North Brunswick, NJ 08902
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Dependents - Family Members

J-2 Visa Eligibility

Â Spouse and unmarried children under age 21 may seek 

J-2 visa status to accompany the J-1 physician

Â J-2 family members are subject to the two-year home 

residence requirement

Â Employment authorization from USCIS available

Â Tied to duration of J-1 principal
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Form DS-2019

Á Certificate of Eligibility for 

Exchange Visitor (J) Status 

(for J-1 principal)

Á One of the documents 

needed to  apply for ñJò visa 

and/or J-1 visa status

Á Reflects SEVIS record as 

evidence of continued 

status

Á Separate form issued for 

dependents
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